


In Retrospect

As this edition of Danger Forward is
published, the 1st Infantry Division con-
cludes 57 months of active combat opera-
tions in support of freedom in the Re-
public of Vietnam. During this time, the
determined soldiers of the Big Red One
have repeatedly demonstrated ‘that for
them no mission is too difficult, no sacri-
fice too great. Their unselfish deeds of
valor and devotion to duty have further
distinguished the magnificent heritage of
the st Infantry Division, a heritage
which spans 53 years of loyal service to
our nation.

As the division leaves Vietnam with
its mission successfully accomplished, it
returns to assume another mission equal-
ly vital to the nation’s defense and secur-
ity I am confident that those who have
been chosen to carry on the proud tradi-
tions of the Big Red One will do so with
the diligence, dedication, and special
sense of responsibility that falls upon
those who wear its famous patch.

To those who have served with such
distinction in the Division in Vietnam,
I extend my profound gratitude and per-
sonal admiration for a job well done.
The record of your achievements, re-
counted in the pages that follow, spcaks
eloquently for itself. You have earned the
coveted privilege of wearing the Big Red
One patch on your right shoulder.

You now have joined ranks with the
men of Aisne-Marne, Lorraine, Picardy,
St. Mihiel, Kasserine Pass, Sicily, Oma-
ha Beach, and the Ardennes. These vete-
Jfans salute you and charge you to wear
the patch with pride and honor it de-

- serves.

MG A.E. MILLOY

Commanding General

1st Infantry Division
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tles. The area covered by this ope-
ration encompassed the jjungles be-
tween the Cambodian border on the
north and west, Highway 13 on the
east and a line from Tay Ninh City
to Ben Cat on the south,

War Zone C had provided a saric-
tuary for insurgents for over 20
years and now Operation Junction
City was aimed at destroying the

stronghold.

Prek Klok I

On February 28, a proxlma.tely
18 miles northeast OF Tay Ninh
City, division forces under the com-
mand of Major General John H,
Hay, Billings, Mont., scored the big-
gest victory up until that time in
the operation. The Battle of Prek
Klok I occurred when the 1st Bat-
talion, 16th Infantry encountered
what - was later determined to be a
battalion from the 101st North
Vietnamese Army Regiment. - -
The Battalion’s B Gompany.was
heading east on a search and clear
mission when they became engaged

with heavy fire at about 10:30 a.m.

Twenty minutes later the enemy
launched an attack from the north-
east. Heavy enemy firing continued

until 2 p.m. when the effort dec-.

lined into a. “selected sniper pro-
gram.” An hour later contact was
broken. S

Shortly before dark, two cofn-
panies made a sweep of the area dis-
covering 146 bodies. An intensive
search the following day revealed
an additional 21 enemy dead.

Prek Klok II

Ten days later a mortar barrage
on Fire Support Patrol Base II
heralded the beginning of the Battle
of Prek Klok II. The battle area
once again ‘was located in Tay Ninh
Province near the Prek Klok stream.

At 8:26 p.m., March 10, the 2nd
Battalion (Mechanized) 2nd Infan-
try spotted three VC soldiers mov-
ing into position. The battalion was
then placed on 75 percent alert
status. At 10:08 p.m. the Viet Cong
commenced heavy mortar attack
on the firebase. Within two minutes
after the initial attack, a counter-
mortar fire program was initiated.

As the barrage ended, all units
conducted a reconnaissance by fire
of -the area beyond the perimeter.
After this was completed, the enemy
launched a ground attack. Fire
superiority was gained and close

tactical air support and artillery

were called in to put down. the
enemy drive. :
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The brunt of the attack had been
repelled by midnight. The follow-
ing morning, sweeps of the battle
area disclosed 197 enemy killed and
five wounded.

Ap Bau Bang II

The Battle of Ap Bau Bang II
was the third major action in as
many weeks during Operation Junc-
tion City. It took place March 20,
30 miles north of Saigon near- the
area where the 1st Division had
scen its first major Vietnam action
November, 1965.

A Troop, 3rd Squadron, 5th Ca-

valry of the 9th Infantry Division,

was under the operational control
of the Big Red One as was B
Battery, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery.
Both were occupying Fire Support
Patrol Base 14 when they were hit
with a VG mortir attack and later
a ground agsault on their perimeter,
A counter-mortar program-was fired
unmedlately and platoons: of B -and

Troops were- called in"to. assist.

A second and ‘third".
waged on the’fin “base’ bUt they
were thwarted by the superior fire-
power of the armor, 29 Air Force
sorties and 2,148 rounds of artillery.

When' the enemy finally broke con- -

tact, -he left 227 dead comrades
behind. = ..

On March 21, units of the 4th
Infantry Division met the 272nd
Viet Cong Regiment -in -the jungles
of War Zone C and killed 600 of
the enemy. All that remained intact
now within the -9th VG Division
was the 271st Regiment. That unit
was soon to be. completely mauled
by the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry,
during the Battle of Ap Gu, 25
miles north of Tay Ninh City near
the village of Ap Gu.

Ap Gu

March 26, the 1st Battalion, 26th
Infantry was air-assaulted into a
landing zone near Ap Gu where
there were suspected enemy base-
camps and fortifications, The bat-
talion found fortified VC positions
but no significant contacts occured.

- The following day the 1st Battalion,

2nd - Infantry alrhfted w1thout in-
cident.

The 1st Battahon, 26th Infantry
then moved north of the night. de-
fensive positien: which they had set
up' and began’ reconnoitering the
woods acrosg: the :clearing from the
perimeter, -About 55+ minutes later
the recennmssame platoon made

assault was

power of the battalion, suppressed:
the assault,

The 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry
was then dirlifted into the area and
immediately set up defensive posi-
tions. The Viet Cong then began
their main assault on the perimeters.

The battle raged for two days
during which 15,000 rounds of ar-
tillery * were expended by - Division
Artillery. There were also 133 Air
Force sorties flown in support of the
ground action. The VC regiment
was finally shattered and a police
of the battlefield revealed 609 dead.

New .Operation

On April 15, after 52 days of
pounding enemy forces in War Zone
C, the 1st Infantry Division ended
its participation in Operation Junc-
tion City. Enemy dead reached an
all-time high for the division. for
one operation—1,781,

On May 3, a Hoi Chanh (former
Viet Cong) Ted A -Company, 2nd
Battalion, 18th Infantry to an en-

‘emy base ca.rrﬁ) unng Operation
- Manhattan ere

,-in an under-
ground concrete storage room, was
found one of the largest single
caches of weapons and ammunition
in the Vietnam War: 220 Mauser
rifles, 147 Chinese Communist car-
bines, one Browning Automatic
Rifle, one sub-machinegun, 1,500 60
mm mortar rounds, 2,000 82mm
mortar rounds, over 300,000 rounds
of small arms ammunition, 300

mines of various types and a number '

of other items.

Xom Bo Il

The Battle of Xom Bo I began
June 17, 1967 when A and B Com-
panies of the lst Battalion, 16th.
Infantry, the Reconnaissance Pla-

toon of the lst Battalion, 16th In- - -

fantry and B Company of the 2nd -
Battalion, 28th Infantry decided to -
walk into their landing zone rather
than be airlifted in,

Intelligence reports had revealed
that four companies of the 271st VG
Regiment knew of their air-assault
plans and were waxtmg in ambush
for them.

The enemy were thrown off guard
and giiffered 222 casualties before
the Big Red One troops and their

supporting artillery were finished.

Ong Thanh

"~ 'The next big contact with the
271st occurred QOctober 17, in the

" Battle of Ong Thanh, some 12 miles

northeast - of Lai Khe. In an













pany D and A, 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry were airlifted to the area
to assist Company C.

The battle raged on until 6 p.m.
when the acting division commander
ordered the contact broken with all
units being withdrawn into the Phu
Loi basecamp.

Clearance was received and artil-
lery was called into the village.
Eremy losses for the first day of
the Battle of An My were 197
killed. :

The following morning, the units
began a sweep of the area and im-
mediately made contact once again,
Sporatic contact continued through-
out the day until 7 p.m. when the
sweep was completed. :

Interrogation of detainees re.
vealed the enemy force to be ele-

ments of the 273rd VC Regiment,
Total VC losses during the two-

day battle were 372 killed.
As the Communists

their Tet Offensive the

fought many battles' in Ben Cat,

continued

Chau Thanh, Di An, Lai Thieu and -

Thu Duc districts, killing more than
- 1,500 enemy in 20 days. S
In March Major General -Keith

L. Ware became the 39th com- -
manding general of the Big Red

One,

Tan Hiep

* On the morning of May 4, Com-

pany D, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
engaged an estimated VG battalion
in Tan Hiep, two miles north of
Di An. Air and artillery support

was called in and continued until .

noon when reinforcements from

Companies A and B of the 1st Bat-

* talion, 18th Infantry and Troops A

. and B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
arrived. ;

The armored cavalry assault ve-
hicles and M48 tanks pushed to the
front of the battle giving Company

- D a chance to regroup in prepara-
tion for the afternoon thrust which
. was to complete the task of wiping
out three-fourths of a VC battalion.

Fighting continued throughout
the afternoon and into the evening,
finally breaking at 9 p.m. when the
Big Red One forces returned to

" Di An. e

The Battle of Tan Hiep cost the

enemy 245 killed, later identified as
" members of the Dong. Nai VG Regi-
ment. . ‘

May 5 Offensive

On the ;norn_ing immediately fol-
lowing the Battle of Tan Hiep the

communists officially launched their . th

i8

Division .

“ One

second offensive, later to be called
the May 5 Offensive, by raining
mortars and rockets on the capital
city of Saigon. :
The Big Red One acted to seal
off. enemy movement toward Sai-
gon. Elements assigned to this
task were: the lst Battalion, 18th
Infantry; the 2nd Battalion, 18th
Infantry; the 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry; the 2nd Battalion, 28th
Infantry; 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry;
and the 7th Squadron, 1st Air Ca-
valry, which was under the opera-
tional control of the 1st Division,

Xom Moi

In reaction to the threat against
Saigon, two troops of the 1st Squa-
.dron, ‘4th Cavalry. had been con-
ducting reconnaissance-in-force ope-
rations .northwest of Di An,

On May ‘5, Troop B sighted an

enemy- soldier just to the west of
“the’ village of Xom Moi, An hour"
- after the contact :was ‘initiated, A
Troop was ‘called-in to reinforce B '

Troop which was now in heavy

contact. R '
"The first .day’s action cost the

enemny 156 killed. =

The following morning the tracks

ing VC had refuge. Artillery and
helicopter gunships supported the
intensive sweep,

During the next several days, spo-
radic action continued but the
battle was over with 440 killed.

Loc Ninh III
The Battle of Loc Nink III be-

gan August 23, when the 1st Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry sought to rout

North Vietnamese Army regulars -

who had burned the village of Loc

Ninh and were dug in on nearby

Hill 178.

After a. week of fighting the
“Black Scarves” defeated the NVA
and destroyed the bunker complex
‘on top of the hill. The battle cost
the enemy 200 dead. o

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry
engaged a large NVA force north
of Loc Ninh in a five-day battle
which- resulted in 216 NVA killed.

During the fierce fighting Seép-

Ware, comander of the Big Red
ommand - Sergeant Major
Venable ‘and six others
d ‘burnedafter being hit

General

‘were back on line sweeping the.
" heavy jungle in which the retreat-

Base Rita were attacke

tember 13, the command helicopter
carrying Major General Keith L,

east of Loc
o survivors in
Orwin .

C. Talbott, the assistant division
comander, immediately assumed
command of the Big Red One. The,
Battle of Loc Ninh IV was over.

Trapezoid 1

The Battle of Trapezoid 1 found
elements of the Big Red One clear-
ing the heavily vegetated area
known as the Trapezoid which ex-
tends from the west side of Ben -
Cat northwestward to the Michelin
Rubber Plantation.

During the seven-day period, 438

bunker complexes were destroyed,
large caches of enemy munitions
destroyed and an undeterminable
number of enemy killed.

FSPB Julie
The Battle of Fire Support Patrol

‘Base Julie began- on- October 26 -

when an.enemy element, estimated
at four battalions of NVA regulars,
tried to overrun the firebase two

.miles south of the Cambodian bor-

der in Tay Ninh Province. _
The enemy prepped the firebase
and then exerted heavy pressure on
the perimeter and finally breached
it. The 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry
repelled the attack, using M-16s,
machineguns and grenades.- '
The suicide attempt on Julie took
the lives of 128 NVA soldiers. - :
The 1st Battalion (Mechanized),
16th Infantry and supporting artil-
lery units at Fire Suppoert Patrol
dp by a large
NVA force November 1 which brea-

chied their perimeter and made their . .

way 45 yards into the howitzer posi- .

tions before they were killed or

driven back. '
The artillery lowered its tubes

and fired directly at the attackers

during the three-hour battle,
There were 27 NVA bodies found

" around the wire following the bat-

tle. No search of the outer area was
conducted but unconfirimed -reports
from forward air controllers flying
in the area and Darkhorse elements
indicated a possible 400 to 500
bodies lying in the woods arcund
the firebase. The number the enemy
actually managed to carry off will
never be known.

Trapezoid IT

In mid-November attention was

" again focused on the Trapezoid as

56 NVA soldiers were killed by the
2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry during
two clashes; During these two at-

- tacks, the NVA moved in on their
target with the first barrage rather







than “preping” the area first.

November 28 found the 2nd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 2nd Infantry
engaged with an NVA battalion in
the Battle of Loe Ninh V northeast
of Loc Ninh.

During the two-day fight, Bi
Red One troops overran the NV
basecamp, killing 148,

Atlas Wedge

On March 18, 1969, the Big Red
One joined the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion and the lst Cavalry Division
(Airmobile) in a joint operation
northwest of Lai Khe nicknamed
Atlas Wedge. - '

Elements of the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, under the opera-
tional cantrol of the 1st Infantry
Division, together with the 1st Squa-
dron, 4th -Cavalry, repeatedly as-
saulted fortified enemy bunkers
throughout the heavily wooded area
with their rumbling tracks. _
~ The action accounted for 421
cnemy dead and 16 detdinees.

On April 18, four Big Red One
battalions began operation Plains-
field Warrior to search out and des-
troy Viet Cong and North Viet-

namese infrastructure activity in the-

Trapezoid and Mushroom west of
Lai Khe. Overall result of the ope-
ration were 38 Viet Cong killed,
and 29 .enemy detained.

FSPB Gela
'_An attack materialized on Fire

Support Base Gela west of Lai Khe
.May 12 when an enemy force laun-

ched a meortar and rocket attack

against the 1st Battalion, 28th In-
fantry, :

" Sappers attempting to breach the
“perimeter were repelled by Cobra
_gunships and five artillery batteries
which had turned their tubes to-
ward Gela’s perimeter. There were
.39 enemy hbodies left in the area
following the battle.

An Loc I

The -1st Infantry Division and
Republic  of - Vietnam Regional
Forces, supported by gunships, ar-
tillery and “Air Force tactical. air-
craft; killed 178 enemy soldiers dur-
ing the Battle of An Loc I in Binh

Long Province, May 23 to 25.

* The 2nd Battalion {Mechanized),

2nd Infantry tackled an NVA anti-
- aircraft company the first day. The

second and third day’s contact was
~ initiated by.battalions of the 141st
. 'NVA Regiment. S
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Several days of bitter fighting,
centered in the An Loc and Quan
Lot .arcas, raged June & through
9 in one of the largest enemy con-
tacts for the Big Red One since the
Loc Ninh Offensive of 1968. An
Loc, Quan Loi, Ben Cat, Lai Khe,
Loc Ninh and Phu Lot were all
target areas for the enemy’s explo-
sive assault. : ‘

An Loc II

The first and largest contact came
two and one-half miles northwest
of An Loc when elements of Bravo
Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd In-
fantry engaged an estimated com-
pany-sized NVA force fighting from
a well fortified bunker complex.

Artillery, light fire teams, tactical
air strikes and additional ground
troops supported the Battle of An

Loc H in which 115 enemy wete
killed, ‘ ‘

-AnSon.-

During Operation An 86n in June

elements of . the Big Red One and

forces .of the Army of the Republic
of Vietnam teamed up to secure an
area which -was once the hub of
Viet Cong operations. Constant

" pressure by the 1st Division kept the

enemy running for their lives. A
total of 45 VC were killed and 23
detained during the operation.

The operation was one of the
most - important because it brought
out a new way of defeating the
enemy, a chance for the ARVN
soldier to show his military skills
and it added to the lst Division'’s
long list of successfully completed
pacification programs,

On July 21, the Big Red One
began a concentrated approach
against a Viet Cong district heavily
occupied by enemy forces, to restrict
the flow of supplies and enemy
forces through the Trapezoid and
the Michelin Rubber Plantation and
over the Tay Ninh and Saigon
Rivers. . :

The division used extensive ami-

- bushes, seals and rome plows to

clear the land in the Trapezoid
during the operation, Scattered con-

. tacts during the period showed that

the enemy was reluctant to fight the
Big Red Ome. S
Major General AE. Milloy be-

of Highway 13 between Saigon and
Quan Loi, the Iron Brigade com-
mander, Colonel Elmer D. Pendle-
ton, moved elements of the 2nd
Battalion (Mechanized), 2nd In-
fantry from the Iron Triangle up to
post Highway 13 on  August 12.
As it turned out, it was a deci-
sion that was to cest the North
Vietnamese heavy losses in the Bat-
tle of Thunder Road. Charlie Com-
pany outposted its forces north of
Fire Support Base Thunder III. As
the large resupply convoy moving
north reached Charlie Company’s
position, an undetermined sized -
NVA force struck from conceal-
ment. :
The action flared for nearly two -
hours, with the tanks and tracks
coming on. line  and  driving . the
enemy toward the jungle, leaving
73 NVA soldiers dead in their wake. -
Two days later, on August 14,
the NVA attacked a line of tankers

_returning to Long Binh after empty-

ing their cargos in Quan Loi, 60
miles north of Saigon. The road was
again outposted hy elements of Al-

pha Company, 2nd Battalion {Me-

~ ¢hanized), 2nd Infantry and ele-

ments of the 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armor,

The enemy popped the ambush
from the bushes along the roadside,
blowing up two 5,000-gallon fuel
tankers. A firefight ensued, with
armored vehicles and tactical air
support and helicopter gunships
blasting the enemy, This time there
were 20 dead NVA scldiers left in
the aftermath of the battle. -

A third attack on the road was
launched August 20 but was quickly
repelled killing seven NVA soldiers. .

Within .the ten-day period, the

.enemy had struck the road three

times and had only the loss of 110
men to show for his efforts.

A three-pronged assault on’ Fire
Support Base Thunder III. Sep-
tember 5 and another attack on a
convoy north of the firebase the
following day netted the 2nd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 2nd Infantry
an additional 78 NVA killed.

Trapezoid I1I

On the mofning of "August 24,
Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion

- (Mechariized), 2nd Infantry, while

providing security for Rome Plows:
clearing an area of the Trapezoid,
made contact with an estimated 30
enemy concealed in a bunker com-
plex. Big Red One troops called in

‘artillery, light fire teams and tacti-

cal air strikes for support in addi-
tion to elements of Alpha Company,











